
Velma Allen’s speech at the 30 year anniversary celebration of the Idaho Chapter of Orff Schulwerk.

It was 30 years ago, in 1981, that Marion Reed, one of our Orff members and I attended

the Annual National Orff Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. It was there I was 

presented with Idaho's Charter Membership in the American Orff-Schuwerk Association.

It was a special event of great satisfaction and long awaited anticipation for me and our

Idaho Chapter.

Let me provide a brief history of Orff Schulwerk in Idaho. I had enjoyed much success 

and satisfaction in teaching music K-12 for many years. In 1970 I took one year leave of 

absence from the Boise School District and began my masters program at Brigham 

Young University. Dr. Mason was my advisor. He immediately suggested I register for a 

special three week Orff Schulwerk class. Grace Nash was the renowned guest Orff 

instructor. At this time Orff was relatively unknown in the west. Although I had no 

knowledge of Carl Orff or Grace Nash I took Dr. Mason's advice and I can tell you it 

was the turning point in my life concerning music education for children. I realized how 

this approach could enhance our music classes enriching children's involvement and 

creativity. After graduation I was filled with excitement and anxious to get in the 

classroom with children. I shared this excitement with my principle at Garfield School. 

He approached the PTA and I was furnished with a full set of Orff Instruments, the first 

in the state of Idaho. I was delighted that he and the PTA shared my excitement and 

enthusiasm.

In the spring I was invited to bring Grace Nash and my students to participate in the 

Idaho State Music Convention in Boise. We presented a student performance at the 

evening program. It was the perfect opportunity to introduce Orff to Idaho Music 

educators and have them experience this new approach. I spent the following summer 

attending a workshop at USC with Martha Wampler and other noted clinicians including 

Gertrude Orff, wife of Carl Orff. From there I flew to Toronto, Canada which then

was the center of Orff study in North America. I attended classes at The Royal 

Conservatory of Music. There I had the opportunity to study with the top clinicians 

including Jos Wuytak. I returned to Boise excited and knowing I had been exposed to 

the finest Orff instruction available. 

Over the next few years sets of Orff instruments were place in each of the Boise schools. 

I was available to instruct music specialist in the use of the instruments as well as 

convey Carl Orff's creative approach in music education for children in our district and 

throughout neighboring districts in Idaho. 

Grace Nash was in great demand in the United States and Europe. She encouraged me to 

teach several of her workshops in Oregon and New Mexico. This was the beginning of 

years of opportunities for me to conduct workshops and encourage the inclusion of Orff 

in the public schools throughout Idaho and several western states. I also taught local 

college classes at Boise State University and the Nazarene College in Nampa.

During these many years we had organized the Idaho Off-Schulwerk Chapter under the 

American Orff-Schulwerk. Membership grew steadily with participation in Boise and 

several other Idaho school districts. Many noted clinicians conducted our workshops 

during the years. Throughout our state we experienced great positive changes in our 

music education for children.

By 1980 I was confident our Chapter could meet the application criteria to qualify and 

receive the much desired American Orff-Schulwerk Charter. I submitted the application, wrote a formal 

synopsis of how our interest evolved, and offered a formal address of our future plans. The application 

was considered and accepted. Thus, our chapter received the cherished Charter in Albuquerque in 1981. (ten years after my first introduction with Grace Nash).

Now, here we are in 2011 and our chapter continues to grow in great strides. Words can 

not express my deep satisfaction of your desire and ability to carry on and continue this 

outstanding opportunity for children today.

MY SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO IDAHO ORFF-SCHULWERK MEMBERS! 

May you continue to offer the incomparable gift of music to Idaho students and 

educators.


