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4th Grade General Music
Objective: Students will be able to identify simple (moving in twos) and compound (moving in threes) meters when heard.
Idaho State Standard: 4-5.MU.2.1.4 (Recognize and identify specific elements of music. i.e. melody, harmony, rhythm, form and timbre)
National Core Arts Standard: MU:Pr4.2.5a 

Steady beat demonstration
ISS: K-3.MU.3.3.3 (Improvise movement that is stylistically appropriate to music)
Musical selection Concerto No. 10 in C Major: Allegro by Arcangelo Corelli

Assessment:
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Student independently demonstrates a consistent steady beat using body percussion
	Student independently demonstrates an inconsistent steady beat using body percussion
	Student needs added support from others or teacher to demonstrate a steady beat using body percussion



Vocal warm up and remembered vocal imitation
ISS: 4-5.MU.3.2.3 (Sing/play accurately with appropriate dynamics, breath control, phrasing, and interpretation) 

Echo the song Bill Grogan’s Goat 
Teacher sings melody and students echo as whole class or individually.
Feierabend, J. (2006). First steps in music for preschool and beyond: The curriculum (p. 27). Chicago: GIA Publications. ISBN-10# 1-57999-588-8

Assessment:
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Student sings independently demonstrating a clear tone with in tune pitch placement
	Student sings independently demonstrating a muffled voice with a few intonation problems
	Student needs added support from others or teacher to match pitch with a clear tone.


What is the meter?
ISS: 4-5.MU.2.1.4 (Recognize and identify specific elements of music. i.e. melody, harmony, rhythm, form and timbre)
4-5.MU.3.1.2 (Read, notate, and perform: meter, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo using standard music symbols.)
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Students sing through the song in binary (AB) form as students move around the classroom either walking or skipping to determine the meter of the piece.  

Assessment:
	Yes
	Sometimes
	No
	Student independently demonstrates by skipping to determine the meter of the piece as compound duple meter (6/8)



On the A section have students step the BX part and clap the AX part using body percussion.  Then add instrument parts as they become familiar with the split parts.  

Have students find a partner of the B section by skipping around the room.  On the A section students need to come up with a new way to show the instrument parts with their partner.  Then students change partners on every B section.

Students cannot be with the same partner twice and must sing the song or they are out.



Teach the song Apple Tree 
This allows students to compare between the two different meters.
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Sing through the song Apple Tree and have students demonstrate through movement first walking or skipping to determine the meter of the piece.

Have the students walk the quarter note, half note or eighth note pulse as another way for students to determine the meter.

Teach students the alto xylophone and tubano parts as a split ostinato before adding the instruments.

Assessment: 
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Student independently demonstrates by walking the quarter, and/or half note, eighth note pulse to determine the meter of the piece as simple duple 2/4
	Student independently demonstrates by walking the quarter note pulse to determine the meter of the piece as simple duple 2/4
	Student needs support from others or teacher to determine the meter.




Unknown song.
For my students I tend to move from the familiar to the unknown as a foundation for them to build their knowledge.  Therefore I started the lesson with the two familiar songs, Oh Dear! What can the Mater be? and Apple Tree.  

In the new piece I have the students listen to the song first and then determine the meter through walking the pulse or skipping to the unknown song.
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I added a passing game to this song.  Students sing through the A section passing a bean bag around the circle.  At the end of the A section the student who has the bean bag is out.  During the B section the student then moves to an instrument part and the game continues.  

Formative Authentic Assessment:
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Student independently demonstrates through movement the meter of the unknown piece by either walking or skipping to determine it to be 6/8 or 2/4
	Student with minimal support demonstrates through movement the meter of the unknown piece by either walking or skipping to determine it to be 6/8 or 2/4
	Student needs extra support from others or teacher to determine the meter of the piece. 




Before you conduct an assessment make sure you answer the following questions.
· Why do you want to assess your students?
· Determine what students already know (Diagnostic, pre-test)
· Monitor student progress (Formative)
· Evaluate student understanding (Formative)
· To evaluate learning – end of unit, quarter, semester (Summative)

· What skills do you want to assess?
· Performance – playing, singing, moving, reading
· Create – improvisation, composition
· Identification – musical symbols, terms

· How are you going to assess the students?
· Individual paper and pencil assessment
· Performing individually
· Authentic – during a musical activity

· What tool are you going to use to make sure you stay consistent?
· Rubric – scoring guide
· Checklist – a list of performance criteria
· Portfolio
· Questioning: asking students questions during the learning activity 
· Paper and pencil – short answer, matching, multiple-choice

· How are you going to organize your data?
· Seating charts
· Class lists
· Grade report
· PowerSchool reports
Once you have decided that you are going to assess your students on a specific musical skill the next step is to create your assessment tool.  
Example Rubric:
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	What response from students exceeds your expectations
	What is the most desired response from students
	What response from students shows they are progressing to the desired criteria
	What response from students shows they need added support 


Example Checklist:


	Skill
	Yes
	No
	Date

	Correct hand positions for playing recorder
	
	
	

	Correct embouchure
	
	
	

	Characteristic tone quality
	
	
	

	Proper air support
	
	
	

	Use of tongue to separate air stream
	
	
	




Benefits of incorporating assessment into your classrooms.
· Student accountabiliy for their learning
· Monitor students growth
· Teacher reflection on instruction
· Improve communication with parents regarding student achievement
· Improve communication with fellow teachers and administration regarding students achievement and learning
Recourses:
Brophy, T. (2000). Assessing the developing child musician guide for a general music teachers. Chicago, IL: GIA Publications.
Choksy, L. (1999). The kodaly method I: Comprehensive music education (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
Lavender, C. (2000). The ultimate music assessment and evaluation kit for the general music teacher: Practical strategies, time-saving tips, form and more. Milwaukee, WI: Hal-Leonard. 
Odegaard, D. (2009). Music curriculum writing 101: Assistance with standards-based music curriculum and assessment writing. Chicago, IL: GIA Publications.
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Third Grade General Music Curriculum Sequence
Robert Wicks
	September

Review:
Locomoter and nonlocomoter movements
Simulations and remembered imitation
Remembered imitation vocal and rhythmic 
Steady beat 2 levels
QN, QR, EN, HN rhythm reading
Moving to the QN, EN and HN pulse
Singing in tune using pentatonic scale
Steady beat chord bordun


	October

Three line staff notation: Do, Re, Mi, Sol and La
Prepare low La
Whole note rhythm value
Expressive elements in music – forte/piano; staccato/legato; tempo



End Q1 Assessments:
1. Steady beat – find and keep of an entire piece
2. Singing in tune remembered imitation one phrase
3. Singing with expression dynamics
4. Rhythmic reading QN, QR, EN, HN 2 measures

	November

Present low La
Identify how musical elements are used and interpreted to show the creator’s expressive intent
Concert Prep – rehearse, evaluate and refine student performance using feedback 




	December

Perform a piece of music for a holiday concert demonstrating the intent of the creator with appropriate expressiveness, accuracy and etiquette
Evaluate a musical performance for expressiveness and class-generated criteria
Prepare 2/3 vs 6/8 song repertoire/with movement 
Broken chord bordun


	January

Review ABA form; songs, movement
Rhythmic improvisation 1 phrase
Present meter of 2/4 and 6/8 = simple duple and compound duple




End Q2 Assessments:
1. Performing with appropriate etiquette and expressiveness and accuracy
2. Rhythmic improvisation in 2/4
3. Singing in tune pentatonic songs
4. Identify through movement and listening 2/4 and 6/8 meter
5. Broken chord bordun


	February

Prepare low Sol
Practice 6/8 rhythm reading and song repertoire
Present dotted quarter and three paired together eighth notes
Intro to melodic improvisation two notes


	March

Present low Sol
Cross over bordun
Rondo Form – songs, movement, improvisation 
Folk dancing – Alabama Gal, Old Brass Wagon etc.
Prepare syncopation
Prepare – simulations imitation (canon)



End Q3Assessments:
1. Perform songs in tune with clear voice in 2/4 and 6/8
2. Improvise a rhythmic and melodic 2 measure phrase in 2/4 meter
3 .Identify through singing and movement rondo form
4. Demonstration of a US folk dance 
5. Rhythm reading QN, QR, EN, HN, WH in three measures
6. Rhythmic reading of dotted quarter notes and three paired eighths in 6/8

	April

Rhythmic dictation
Student compose a rhythmic and melodic B section in an AB, ABA or Rondo song
Student lead imitation, mirrored and remembered
Present high Do
Add 2 part rhythmic and or melodic ostinato to bordun

	May

Prepare sixteenth notes
3-4 part ostinato orchestration
Instruments of the orchestra; we are family
Into to absolute note names transfer from solfege to barred instruments 
Performing in 2/3 part canon




End Q4 Assessments:
1. Singing pentatonic scale in tune with low La and Sol
2. 4 measure rhythm reading in 4/4
3. Rhythmic dictation
4. Identify orchestral/wind instruments by sight and sound
5. Create and perform an original 8 measure composition using Mi, Re, Do, QN, QR, EN, HN in 2/4


	June

Song and movement games
Review of whole year.



6

image2.jpeg
Score

Apple Tree

arr. R.E.Wicks

Aw N— [— — —
. 2t a T —F T —— s e
Voice Ha—F% oo o—a | e —— " —1 |
% - t - t T P —
o —
Ap-ple tree, ap - ple e will your ap - ple  fall on me?

AX

1 don't  want an-y ap - ples

2 |

Tubano H¥ X ] "- ’- " 3 |
Yes you do!
fH & | | | | |

p vy —t —+ t t ]

BX/BM Hey—Ht%—= — ot - z |

O = o - 2 :

R — —_— p— —_—
e o9 o o221y o+
\'
—— = i —r —
o — i
T wont oy and I wont shout, if you ap-ple knocks me out
Cou } p—
- ‘ — - ‘ )
AX [t - e i ]
(2
1 don't want an-y ap - ples
5
| | | r
T \ T r T —
Yes you do!
5
H e | | | I |
BXBM i = = = = ]
; = - Li = |

®




image3.jpeg
Score Witch, Witch

art. R.E.Wicks

o} |
b ‘
I e e e e e ||
o
Witch, witch fell in adich.  Picked up a ey and thought she was tich
0 .
Alto Glockenspicl |y 7 8 ES \ ES 5 i |
D -
~
Hand Drum  H—§ fot—r—| R 1
LT LT [
g0 -ing! 1 hope she wont fall Look where she's
0 |
/- : ‘ - ‘
Bass Xylophone o8t = . o) - —= =
&8 . : Ce :




image4.jpeg
Seore Witch, Witch B section

arr. R.E.Wicks
: vi) T T T T T T T y
ocal Percussion - > - = = = = :
5  — o ——— H——F— 17— H—T— T+
[ I S [ 1 71 | L | [ [ — I ke ¥V TV

Where did  that old which go?  To the bank she did go. ~With her head high, 1 would-nt lie. I think T want a piece of pie.




image5.emf

image1.jpeg
Seore Oh, Dear! What Can the Matter Be?

arr. R.E. Wicks

Alto
= 0 rl
. > - f i
Alto Glockenspiel 2 f e — S & =T e y —tm = 5
SR - -
D
0 o . . . .
> f f f
Alto Xylophone |-y & e —
o I I I
0 o 0. @ P .. o o . Py
Bass Xylophone |y G- e e e
et Ee— = — 1
9
0
2 — T —— —t — T —
A Hey f t —o— g~ t o ; t e e t
\.j - - T - o - - I CH
I'm the king of the cast - le, and youre - the dur -ty old rask - le
o
)
2
0
IS 574 = = = =
855
D)
H
x| - - - -
oJ




